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Eduqas GCE Sociology Component 2 8201-02

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1658 3.9 1.1 5 77.8 99.5
1b 1652 3.8 1.2 5 76.1 99.1
1c 1656 12 4.1 20 59.9 99.3
2 1661 21.7 5 30 72.3 99.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

It is much safer to use the key concepts separately. Used like this, in one sentence, suggests the candidate does not fully understand either representativeness or validity.



Sticky Note

The use of reliability and validity in the same sentence virtually always demonstrates a lack of knowledge and understanding of the two as indeed it does here. 



Sticky Note

Clear reason which has been developed.



Sticky Note

Not clear why. Quicker than what?



Sticky Note

An issue but it needs to be explained in the context of the specifics of the question.



Sticky Note

A second issue which again needs to be linked to the context of the question.







Sticky Note

From this point onwards it is clear that the candidate has misread the question and is considering the use of research methods not sampling techniques.



Sticky Note

The use of three key research concepts in one sentence like this demonstrates a lack of knowledge and understanding.



Sticky Note

A very weak answer which has not addressed the specifics of the question. Candidates must be advised to read the specifics of the question.Candidates should also be advised to revise all aspects of the research process including sampling. 
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2. As an A level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research 


project to collect data on the career aspirations of young people in your local 
area. [30] 


 
(i) Describe each stage of your research design, justifying the reasons for your 


choices at each stage. 
 
(ii) Discuss problems that may occur and the impact of these problems on the 


quality of the data collected.  
 


The research design should be ethical, achievable and appropriate to the theme of 
the proposed study.  Candidates should make their choices, justify their research 
approach and design in the context of the research problem. 


 
 Expect to see the following stages addressed in the proposed design: 
 


 Operationalisation of key terms in the brief 


 Sampling: 


 population 


 sampling technique 


 access 


 Research method 


 Ethical issues 


 Practical considerations 
 


Expect to see the research design justified and potential problems identified in 
relation to key methodological concepts and other relevant issues such as: 


 


 Ethics 


 Validity 


 Reliability 


 Practical considerations 


 Generalisability 


 Representativeness 


 Operationalisation 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


element 1b 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


7-8 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 
applied to research 
methods 


9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, accurate and 
relevant selection of 
appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
applied to research 
methods. These are 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/ question 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised and 
logical arguments. Logical 
judgements and conclusions 
will be offered based on 
explicit evaluation of the 
relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence as applied to 
research methods 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 
applied to research 
methods 


6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence as 
applied to research 
methods, some of which are 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate some, 
well organised and logical 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
some evaluation of the 
relevant theories/concepts/ 
evidence as applied to 
research methods examined 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 
applied to research 
methods 


3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a 
basic ability to select, apply 
and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence as 
applied to research 
methods in the context of 
the debate/ question 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
arguments. Judgements and 
conclusions offered will show 
basic evaluation of the 
theories/concepts/evidence as 
applied to research methods 
examined 
 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers 
demonstrate limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
relating to the context 
of the 
debate/question 
applied to research 
methods 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/ or 
apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence as 
applied to research 
methods in the context of 
the debate/ question 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
argument. Any judgements 
and conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of any 
theories/concepts/evidence as 
applied to research methods 
examined 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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Sticky Note

Definition. In short 20 mark answers it is useful to start with a definition of the key concept in the question. 



Sticky Note

Accurate definition of a sampling frame



Sticky Note

 A number of sampling techniques identified followed by an explanation of one which demonstrates AO1 skills. 



Sticky Note

The use of two key concepts in one sentence such as this can demonstrate lack of knowledge and understanding of one or both of them. Key concepts should be discussed separately.



Sticky Note

A focus on the specifics of the question - issues.



Sticky Note

A number of sampling techniques identified followed by reference to a relevant study.







Sticky Note

The use of the item, as directed by the question, is good and again is focused on the specifics of the question. However again the use of the two key concepts in the same sentence demonstrates lack of clarity regarding either.   



Sticky Note

Discussion of another relevant issue. 



Sticky Note

A further issue being addressed and linked to volunteer sampling techniques.







Sticky Note

A weakness identified but it is in need of development. There is some lack of clarity regarding the reference the candidate makes to cause and effect and patterns.These questions need to be well focused and clearly linked to the item.



Sticky Note

The reference to groups here is presumably to the focus groups but it is vague and needs to be linked to the weakness identified.



Sticky Note



Sticky Note

A second study. The question asked for the item and sociological studies and therefore the candidate has clearly read the demands of the question by discussing more than one.



Sticky Note

Overall a strong answer which is focused throughout. The second and third studies need to be developed in relation to sampling techniques. Attention should have been paid to the use of the key concepts.  







Sticky Note

Clear reason as to why focus groups may have been used by the researchers.



Sticky Note

Reference to the item but could usefully have been developed 
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GCE A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY 


 
SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 


 
 


Read the following item and answer all of the questions: 
 
'Lad culture' in Higher Education 
 
The University of Sussex conducted qualitative research with 40 women students in higher 
education on their experiences of 'lad culture'. Nineteen of the women participated in four 
focus groups. There were between four to six women in each group. The women in these 
groups came from four major cities, three English and one Scottish. The remaining 21 
women took part in semi-structured interviews. Five of the interviews were in person, ten by 
Skype and the remaining six by email. The sample was small and self-selecting but attempts 
were made to achieve some diversity. The majority of the women were white, British and the 
rest were from a range of other ethnicities. All but two were between the ages of 18 and 25. 
Most were heterosexual and middle class. Six participants identified themselves as disabled. 
 
Adapted from The University of Sussex. (2013). 'That's what she said: Women students' 
experiences of 'lad culture' in higher education.'   
 
1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain one 


possible weakness of this research.  [5]
  
AO1 band answers will contain accurate knowledge points, one of which will 
be an accurate identification of a possible weakness. For band 3 AO2, 
answers should demonstrate sound understanding through examples, one of 
which should be drawn from the item. 


 
Indicative content: 


 
 One possible weakness identified, for example: 


 
- small sample 
- lack of representativeness 
- focus on urban universities for focus groups 
- not safe to generalise 
- not reliable 
- limited quantitative data 
- difficult to be certain who has responded to the emails 


  
 Reference to sociological terminology and understanding, for example: 


 
- lacks reliability 
- data in the form of words – limited quantitative data 
- generalisability problematic 
- interviews subject to interviewer bias 
- interpretation of the data could be open to researcher bias 
- positivists would consider it problematic 


 
 There should be reference to the item 
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Band AO1 


elements 2a & 2b 
AO2 


element 1b 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question applied to 
research methods 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/evidence 
applied to research methods. These are 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question. 
 
Reference will be made to the item to show 
the ability to select appropriate examples. 


2 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question applied to 
research methods 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence applied to 
research methods in the context of the 
debate/question. 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question applied to 
research methods 


 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (b) Explain one possible reason why the researchers choose to use focus 
groups. [5] 


 
For band 3 AO1 the answer will include one reason which is linked to either 
key methodological concepts, the characteristics of the method or the focus of 
the research.  For band 3 AO2 there will be a clear explanation of the reason 
offered and this must be contextualised for full marks. 


 
  Indicative content: 
 


 Sensitivity – subject matter could lead to some of the women respondents 
more likely to open up when in a group situation, socially interacting with 
others in a similar situation, rather than just one on one with an 
interviewer – this could be linked to validity. 


 The focus groups would have enabled the researchers to reach more 
women than they might otherwise have done compared to one on one 
interviews– this could be linked to representativeness and generalisability. 


 The researchers were looking for qualitative data and the focus groups 
would have supplied that – this could be linked to validity. 


 Focus groups would have enabled researchers to save time and therefore 
money – by reaching a larger sample of women. 


 The researchers could triangulate the data from the focus groups with the 
data from the interviews. 


 
The item should be used to contextualise the reason offered. 
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


 
 


3 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence 
relating to the context of the 
debate/question applied to 
research methods 
 
 
 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/evidence 
applied to research methods. These are 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question 
 
Reference will be made to the item to show 
high level ability to select appropriate 
examples to illustrate the reason offered. 
 


 
 
 
 


2 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question applied to 
research methods 
 


 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/evidence 
applied to research methods, some of 
which are interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question 
 
Reference will be made to the item to show 
some ability to select appropriate examples 
to explain. 
 


 
 
 
 


1 


 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/evidence 
applied to research methods in the context 
of the debate/question 
 
Basic or cursory reference is made to the 
item. 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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 (c) With reference to the item and sociological studies, discuss the issues 


sociologists need to consider when choosing sampling techniques  for social 
research.  [20] 


 
Answers should address several issues for band 4 AO1 and include at least 
two studies.  For band 4 AO2, the explanation of the issues will be linked to at 
least one key concept at least one example/explanation should be drawn from 
the item. 
Expect to see a range of sampling techniques discussed 


 
Indicative content 


 


 A definition of sampling. 


 There should be reference to the item. 


 Concepts such as representativeness, generalisability, reliability and 
validity are likely to be used. 


 
Issues 


 


 Theoretical  – interpretivist v positivist. 


 Whether the researcher is seeking qualitative or quantitative data or both. 


 Extent to which researcher wants to identify patterns and trends. 


 Extent to which researcher wants to be able to generalise from the 
findings so needs a large representative sample. 


 Extent to which the researcher is seeking in-depth data – validity. 


 Nature of the target population. 


 Accessibility. 


 Research method to be used. 


 Practical  – time, access to the target population, funds available. 


 Ethical issues. 
 


 There should be reference to appropriate sociological examples such as 
Jackson (2006), Devine (1992), Bhopal (2001), Archer ( 2003), 
MacDonald and Marsh (2005),Willis (1977), Briggs (2012). 
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


4 12-14 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the debate/question 
applied to research methods 
 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence applied to 
research methods. These are applied  
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question 
 
Reference will be made to the item to show 
high level ability to select appropriate 
examples. 


3 8-11 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question 
applied to research methods 
 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate some accurate and 
relevant selection of appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence applied to 
research methods, some of which are 
interpreted in the context of the 
debate/question 
 
Reference will be made to the item to show 
some ability to select appropriate examples. 


2 4-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question 
applied to research methods 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
applied to research methods in the context of 
the debate/question 


1 1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question 
applied to research methods 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/or apply sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence applied to 
research methods in the context of the 
debate/question 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
 
 
 
 
 
  












Lad culture in Higher Education


The University of Sussex conducted qualitative research with 40 women students in higher education 
on their experiences of lad culture. Nineteen of the women participated in four focus groups. There 
were four to six women in each group. The women in these groups came from four major cities, three 
English and one Scottish. The remaining 21 women took part in semi-structured interviews. Five of 
the interviews were in person, ten by Skype and the remaining six by email. The sample was small 
and self-selecting but attempts were made to achieve some diversity. The majority of the women 
were white British and the rest were from a range of other ethnicities. All but two were between the 
ages of 18 and 25. Most were heterosexual and middle class. Six participants identified themselves 
as disabled.


Adapted from ‘The University of Sussex (2013) That’s what she said: Women students
experiences of ‘lad culture’ in higher education


2. As an A level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research project to collect
data on the career aspirations of young people in your local area.


• Describe each stage of your research design, justifying the reasons for your choices at
each stage.


• Discuss problems that may occur and the impact of these problems on the quality of the
data collected. [30]








Sticky Note

Operationalising of key terms in the research brief is important and candidates could be well advised to do it at the start of their answer.



Sticky Note

The use of a pseudonym for the local area demonstrates the candidate is aware of ethics.



Sticky Note

Although a slightly convoluted explanation the reference to theory and the basis of this research design is relevant.



Sticky Note

Candidates should always be mindful of the context they are working within. That is they are A Level students.







Sticky Note

Candidates should avoid using patterns and trends in the same sentence unless they are certain they really do intend to look at both.



Sticky Note

Candidates should be mindful of the context and the feasibilty of offering prize draws.



Sticky Note



Sticky Note

A clear consideration of part (ii) of the brief. That is, problems that may occur. 







Sticky Note



Sticky Note

Useful discussion of focus groups and their strengths and of the problems that may arise but the candidate has not indicated where they will take place.











Sticky Note

These issues/problems of the design are rather tacked on at the end. Candidates should be aware that they have not been asked to write a second research design but rather consider the problems of the one they have designed as they go.



Sticky Note

Overall a good response which has addressed most aspects of a research design including operationalisation of the key terms, sampling, research method/s, ethics and practical consideration. Where appropriate key research concepts have been used.   
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Lad culture in Higher Education


The University of Sussex conducted qualitative research with 40 women students in higher education 
on their experiences of lad culture. Nineteen of the women participated in four focus groups. There 
were four to six women in each group. The women in these groups came from four major cities, three 
English and one Scottish. The remaining 21 women took part in semi-structured interviews. Five of 
the interviews were in person, ten by Skype and the remaining six by email. The sample was small 
and self-selecting but attempts were made to achieve some diversity. The majority of the women 
were white British and the rest were from a range of other ethnicities. All but two were between the 
ages of 18 and 25. Most were heterosexual and middle class. Six participants identified themselves 
as disabled.


Adapted from ‘The University of Sussex (2013) That’s what she said: Women students
experiences of ‘lad culture’ in higher education


1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain one possible weakness
of this research. [5]


(b) Explain one possible reason why the researchers chose to use focus groups. [5]


(c) With reference to the item and sociological studies, discuss the issues sociologists need 
to consider when choosing sampling techniques for social research. [20]








Sticky Note

Some confusion here. Qualitative data is a choice.



Sticky Note

The three main aspects of the research brief have been operationalised although career aspirations is a little woolly. 



Sticky Note

An awareness of ethics. Candidates should be advised that to anonymise their local area is good practice. 



Sticky Note

The reference to theory needs to be developed.



Sticky Note

It is not clear why they do not have access to a sampling frame. The latter is not defined and it could be that permission could be obtained to use college registers through a third person/gatekeeper.



Sticky Note

Opportunity sampling needs to be explained.



Sticky Note

?







Sticky Note

Lack of clarity



Sticky Note

A further example of a lack of clarity re the key concepts.



Sticky Note

This justification does not entirely make sense.







Sticky Note

A basic response. All aspects of the research design are in need of more detail. The key concepts are used in a way that demonstrates a lack of knowledge and understanding. The justification of the research design is limited. 











